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MEDICAL MENAGES PAY

THE PRIGE FOR ERRORS

SIXTY-ONE  disciplinary
actions were taken by Bah-
rain’s health regulator af-
ter a 16 per cent increase in
year-on-year medical investi
grations.

In its annual report released ves-
terdoy, the Mational Health Regu-
Tty Avithority (NITRA) reporied
that there were n total of 248 cases
mnvestigated m 2022

Approamately 173pe ol
thesc inves s resilbed
m e deteclion ol medical
Irs although the full
scale of the most serwous
complaints hwve not vel been
autlined.

[Muswever. three lost Lheir
licences. 17 complaints re-
sulted 1 o suspension g
16 faced fines

In the previeus threg
vears, 213 inwestigations
were conducted n 2021, 271 in 2020
and 2537 m 2015

“There are three tvpes ol patient com-
plaints dieet complamts, lawsnils
referred by courts and those reparted
hy medical professionals or facilines,
NITRA vhiel exeoutive Dr MMoriom Al
Jalahma told the M dunng the Press
conterence discnssing the annuval report
Tor 20122

“In the case of dircet and court-re-
:d complaints, we pel an expert’s
o [rom one or twoe medical pro
swonals, IF they conclude that there is a
medical error. we investigate torther and
Inr\l. arl our findings te the ma com-
. which IJ'u_n pives the accused
al profesaional the night ta defend
themselves

I we determing that all appropriste
procediures were tollowed, the case is
closed and the pateent 1= informed, who
always has the right to go 1o court again
ol all complaints an: major — some

v

u Dr Al Jalahma

l ARORA

are ns minor as a lasor burmn or a munor
denilal procedure gone wrong. When the
medwcal error 1% not major. the decision
ol course, lighter as v

OF the 248 vases mvest
188 were palient complaints. 37 were
lavwsuits and three wone incidants repor-
ed by medical professionals or feilities

Amongst (he 61 disciplinary actions
taken, 2% ware gainst doctors, 18 wore
agoinsl fwelitie ight were against
phirmacivs and pharmacists
and 3i% ware aganst mwses

Wrillen  warnings were
issued in 19 of these cases.
while 17 complaints resulted
i a suspension, |6 reecived
o financial penalty. five wers
found to have committed
no violations when the dis-
ciplinary action was laken
thwee resulted in lconces
being revoked. and one case
was rejected by the sevount-
abity Comtes,

The NHREA also reported that 256
vivlativns  were corrected  during  ils
1271 inspection visits to medical fa-
vilities, while 386 violatinns  were
vorrected  duning  the 630 mspeclion
visits to phanmacics

Mumber of Disciplinary Actions Taken

W The breakdown of the disciplinary actions taken

Ihese lughbghts were annownced
during a1 Press conference m which D
Al Jalahuna poted that the authonty was
able to achieve its goals and meet Hpe
of its key performance wdicators, the
minenl of which i achieving
urfernational reeognition of ds standards
Tor evaluating the pefomuance of hos-
pitals by the Imtemational Society [or
Health Care Choaloy (1SOuia)

Dr Al Jalahma also high

three large-scale medical mvestment
projects approved by the NHRA - Bahe
rain Phama, a medicie nmulacienng
facility that produces cough syrups and
Omega-3 capsules; the King Hamad
Amenican Mission Hospital and the Gulf
American Hosprial The NHIRYS inves-
ters office alse received 43 enguines for
wivestment m the ]111\'11 ot

20,475 pm‘lnsslonﬂs

- Papge 4

nhra
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Medical service providers soar by 10.7pc

MEDICAL service providers in Hahram
qoared by I cent last year, with the
country’s heath rogulator isuing 96 heene-
e o new fueilities,
Amaongst these new licensees are three
hoapitals and 4 medical centras
al. 920 licenves have been issued,
797 were renewals for exisring
haolders, und 27 will be serutinised

s aned 334 medical contres.

Iy, the fvilities and phar-
macics are distrbuted as Follows:

- Northern Governorale: Fwe hospitals,
28 medical centres, 23 dental cenires and
&} independent pharmacics

- Muharray Governorate; One hosy
28 medical centres, 16 dental centres and

le:mn:nnz and an addilonal 83 locatced
aking for 411 pl
arc nowly 1|c..n=...d
are also 28 privale phamiaceutical
up by six from last year.
Dir Al Jalahma notad that the anthority’s
accreditation and .

Tln.rc
warehouse

Tacliteey & PRarmacen
Gongraghical Ditrignation

I
al Tealth RLLu]ulnr\' Authorit
P'ress

Dir Mariwm
The acoredited

s was announecd during (he
L

ference 1o leasing the regulator™s
it repart, by its chiel exeeutive

fwilaties inchude 83 clin-

atinn-
TR,

medizal e

39 independent pharmae
- Southem Guvemor

tals, 4 medical contre

A} and 78 independent pharmacies,

= Capial Governorate: 13 hospitals, 126

entres, S0 dental o

indepenient pharmacies.,
L votal. there are 328 public mdependent  ©

Three hospi-
ntal conires

enires and 127

three are mewly gqual
medical centres, mcluding 4 nowly quali-
fied centres

“By the end of 2022,
tals were accreditd
Medical Comples, F
and Heseditary Blood Dm.lu.~ ‘entre.”

fed hospitals, and 70

all .|u:||.1md hospis

i heragiurad

B Geographlc distribution of the facilitles and pharmacies

20,475 licensed healthcare
professmnals in kingdom

MORE than 20,000 licensed
medical professionals are
provading healtheare servic-
s in Bahrain, of which 71 2
pb\ cont are women.

The statistics were reledised
by the National [Tealth Regula-
tory Autharity (NTTRA) vester-
iy as pat ol II.P annual report
[

A total ul !IP 478 medienl
profossionals have heen e
cenaed by the NHRA, melud-
ing 4317 physicians, 1,128
dentists, 1082 phanmacists
and 3685 allicd healih pre
The authorily revesled

Rahraimis mak

the astive prok
non-Hahrainis — aceounl  for
5

The public scetor employs

By NAMAN ARORA

Sddpe of the NIRAlicensed
professionals,  while  406pc
work in the private seetor. Five
per cent of professionals did
nol apecily whether they work
in the private vr public sectors,

Speaking durmg the Press
contirenes launchng the 2022
repart, NHRA ehiel excoutive
D Mariam Al Jalahma add-
el that the authosity’s Tealth
Professions  Regulation  De-
partmant issued 3846 new b=
< Far health professianals
Tt vear while 12,840 licences
weire renewell

Medical professionals ben-
ofited from 12.135 approved
continuing prolessional dev
opment programmes, of which
10.209 are i the public -lumL
and 1.926 in the private

In addition, seven |.I|n|..:l

Distribution of NHRA Active Professionals by Nationality

[ wee—
PR
- of the and i liconsed as
medical professionais by the NHRA

trnals ware approved to be col
ducted i Bahsain last year
The NHRA also migrated ils
anual svstem of tackmg pro-
Fessional licensing o the “Me-
han' mobile apphcation as pa
ol it= digital transformation push
The Michan application al-

lows professionals 1o apply
for a range of servives includ-
ing mew licence applications,

licence rencwal, transfer and
part-time

B The six digital transformation projects launched by the NHRA

procediies.
D Al

Jalatuna
ed  that

transfomia-
tion ix & major goal
of the authorly. as
efforts were devat-
ed during the year
2022

1o maintain

© m NHRA-licensed

Clsirisution of aslh Proteistansdl by Sende!

R e L

medical WA g showing the gendsr

professionals in the public and distribution of Bahrain's 20475
privale sectors ma professtonals

Most  arc required to register and In addition. a mabile appli-

monitor thewr hicences through
the application. o all of them  during field visits to health fa-
have been migrated 1o the now  cilities was introduced

Mehan svstem.” she added. namaw@rdnmedia, bl

calien to be used by inspectors

Al medical ,wrmm;s

177 new drugs registered in 2022

ATOTAL ol 177 new drup and IIIII me

e
try’s national health regulator Fast year.

As parl of ils annual repart for 2022, the Na-
tional Health Regulatory Autbority (NHRA) an-
nounced that it received 11,404 applications 1o
import medical deviees, of which 10,142 were ap-
proved and :'o. were rejecied, aflor 77 inspec-
tions were cond

In tatal, 1068 mm.m devices have bren regis-
tered, according 1o the NHRA. Amongst pharmn-
ceuticals, there are 3,683 medications registered for
wese in Iiahrain, ol which 177 are new,

There arc alse 844 health products, of which 41

icines approved for use in the Kingdom.
In total, the NIRA pharmacy and pharmaccuti-
cal products regulation department received $878
requests, including fur registration ofnew pharma-
ccutical products, renewal of registration, as well
a1 products and clanification change requests

By NAMAN ARORA
ile, the NITRA aln regi an in-
crease of BDI2UD,000 in its revenuc —up from BDZ.4
million to BD2 6m, covering 93 per cent of i an
mul budgel.
he authority's legal affairs unit s prepared od
mare tran 110 deciions o form commitiees, i
ligations and disciplinary actions,
THRA chief execative T Marlam Al Jalahima

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, €

Mlm ", r..r ‘el suppart far the health sectar and
dires develapment of henlth ser
g Py Kingdom,

She abw expressed her s ppreciation o Su
Cow of Health president Lieutennnt-Coner
D Shalkh Mahammed bin Abdulla A1 Khalifa for
s comthuous support to the autharity and its var
iy programmes,

nhra

BAHAAIN [3
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Left, His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, yesterday received the Chairman of the Central Bank of Bahrain, HE Hassan bin Khalifa Al Jalahma, and
the Governor of the CBB, HE Rasheed Mohamed Al Maraj, at Riffa Palace. During the meeting, HRH Prince Salman was presented with a report on the Central Bank of Bahrain’s Operations in 2022. His Royal
Highness highlighted the importance of adopting programmes and initiatives that strengthen the Kingdom’s banking and financial sectors. He noted the importance of continuing to advance the central

p— bank’s monetary policy to further gthen the Kingdom's ¢ and its position as a global financial centre, in line with the vision of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. Right, HRH the
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, and Prime Minister yesterday met with the newly appointed Acting Commander of the Royal Medical Services, Brigadier General Doctor
Shaikh Fahad bin Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa. His Royal Highness ised the i of further ing and ing the healthcare system to achieve the visions of HM the King, the
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.

Royal push for
voluntary work

Deputy Prime Minister praises BRCS humanitarian efforts

'y

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah with BRCS officials

TDT | Manama

eputy Prime Minister
D Shaikh Khalid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa has
stressed the importance of vol-
untary work that is adopted
by the Bahraini society and its
humanitarian endeavours.

It is in line with the compre-
hensive development process
of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, and the con-
tinuous follow-up of His Royal
Highness Prince Salman bin

Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister.
Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah
was speaking as he met with
the Bahrain Red Crescent So-
ciety (BRCS) Board of Directors
Chairman of Ali bin Mohamed
Murad, who thanked the Depu-
ty Prime Minister for his efforts
during his tenure in the society.
The Deputy Prime Minister
highlighted the humanitarian
contributions of non-govern-
mental and associations in the
Kingdom and abroad, including

“ |

the efforts of BRCS throughout
history and around the world.

He wished the society, head-
ed by President of the Supreme
Council of Health (SCH) Lieu-
tenant General Dr Shaikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, further success in their
work.

Murad thanked Shaikh
Khalid bin Abdullah for his
support and his contributions
to strengthen partnerships
with regional and international
counterparts.
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NHRA presents report on 2022 achievements

TDT | Manama .ir BT | *f

PN =
-

he National Health Regula- f T
tory Authority (NHRA) has o
succeeded in attaining numer-
ous achievements last year.
NHRA Chief Executive Officer
Dr Mariam Adhbi Al Jalahma
affirmed that itis in line with ef-
forts to achieve comprehensive

development of health services ,w
@
- wa

o

=

in the kingdom, in accordance
with the highest quality and ex-
cellence standards.
Addressing a press confer-
ence to highlight the NHRA’s Participants in the online discussion
2022 achievements, Dr Al Ja- Council for Health (SCH), the International Society for
lahma extended sincere thanks Lieutenant-General Dr Shai- Quality in Health Care (1SQua).
and appreciation to His Majesty kh Mohammed bin Abdulla Al She also indicated that digital
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali- Khalifa, for his ongoing support transformation is a major goal
fa, and to His Royal Highness for the NHRA and its various of the NHRA, as efforts were de-
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al programmes. voted during the 2022 to main-
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and ~ NHRA Chief affirmed that the tain and improve the electronic
Prime Minister, for their con- NHRA was able to achieve its licensing systems, citing the “Ajheza” system for registra-
stant support for the health sec- goals and meet its key perfor- launch of “Mehan” online pro- tion and licensing of medical
tor, and directives to develop the mance indicators, most notably fessionals application system devices, in addition to the on-
health services in the kingdom. achieving international recog- for licensing professionals, the going preparations to launch the
She also paid tribute to the nition of its standards for eval- “Munshaat” system for licens- “Mehan” application for smart-
President of the Supreme uatinghospital performance by ing health institutions, and the phones to license professionals.

- DR MARIAM ADHBI AL JALAHMA,
NATIONAL HEALTH REGULATORY AU-
THORITY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Over 5,228 examinations at
SMC Radiology Department

TDT | Manama

More than 5,228 exami-
nations have been per-
formed Salmaniya Medical
Complex (SMC) Department

of Radiology in January as part
of a plan to reduce the waiting

— y
lists, said Government Hospi- J
tals Chief Executive Officer Dr =
Ahmed Mohammed Al Ansari. /,
Dr Al Ansari cited in this "

regard 1262 MRI examinations, DF Al Ansari

5790CT scans, 2632 ultrasound
examinations (sonar) and 277
breast imaging examinations
performed by the department
of radiology.

He praised the efforts of all
health staff in the radiology
department who contributed
through their dedicated and
hard work to serving a larger
number of patients and reduc-
ing the waiting lists.

Appointments are being re-
scheduled according to the

established procedure, urging
patients to adhere to the appoint-
ments set for them to ensure that
they obtain health services in
a timely manner and that their
treatment plans are not affected.
“A plan to reduce waiting
lists for appointments for the
radiology department was
launched in October 2021, as
partof an integrated strategy to
reduce waiting lists at govern-
ment hospitals through all their
health institutions,” he said.
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